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Ws. Wendy Dixon, EIS Frogram Manager
.5, Department of Energy

Office of Civilian Ragicactive Waste Hanagement RECEFVED
Jucca Mountain Site Characterization Uffice
B.0. Box 30367. W/5 010 FEB 11 2000

Horth Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

Februacy 7, 2000

Re: YUCCA MOUNTAIN DRAFT EIS. PUBLIC COMMENT
Dgar Ms. Dixom:

Piease include this correspondence as part of the offlclal agency record of proceedings on the
Vucca Mountain Draft EIS. As my comments of February i, indicated Hemocratic process is not being
implemented in local decision-making process. In fact, and contrary to democratic process, decisions
are being made tocally and regionally which “promote* transportation infrastructure reguired for DOE
programmatic transportation of "legacy' radioactive (High-Level Low-Level, and Mixed) waste through
and to the Southern Ohio/Kentucky region behind closed doors out of public view with no opportunity
for *in-put* from the public, The people are left out of the process so completely that decisions
which have already been made by elected local officials and "planners’ have yet to be announced to the
people of Brown County of Ohio.| Further information from local media sources {when combined)
indicates how and when decisions are made,and when the public is invited to "open* meetings to be
informed--long after the fact--what those decisions actually were under considerable pretext and ruse
that the public had any *in-put.* “Public participation" would more appropriately be described as
deception perpetrated upon the public after-the-fact by “info-mercials’ released to local media,
‘open’ meetings to which the general public is invited to attend to be informed of vhat has already
heen decided (in contrast to the actual decision-making meetings which have already been held out of
public scrutiny and view).

1 cont. |: HOW declsions are made is Important in a democracy, even if those decisions are reasonable and

1 cont.

sound._] Decision made by the Hamilton County Commissioners to contribute $2 Million taxpayer dotlars
ko drive pilings for a deck to support a park over Fort Washington Way highway project was not nearty
as controversial as the manner by which the board of commissioners reached their decision. {in Honday
the board went Into executive session and anmounced their ‘intentions’. Two days later--"Un
Wednesday, the commissioners voted in public to make official what they had already announced Honday.*
(Attachment I, *Democragy Fiowers Best In Sunlloht,® THE CINCINHATI EMQUIRER, &/4/00, pa, -1
ccording to cotumaist ClUff Radel:

The way I read Chio’s Open Meetings Act, commissioners
can‘t decide an issue like this in private and then vote
on it fater in public.

Fublic 1ssues must be discussed tp public first and be
open to public debate.

Becision-making behind closed doors under pretense of Executive Session exclusion of the pulslic
and media, as Mr. Radel points out, is always tacky, and sometimes illegal. Executive session is
allowed by law during discussions involving personnel matters. pucchase of property, court actions,
cotlective barcaining, matters kept confidential under federal, state, and Jocal siatutes, and

gecurity agrangements.

For example, DOE transpoct of HLRW in general has not been kept confidentiai by DOE, inciuding
alternate routes and modes of transport.
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But, specific notices by 0B of day/tlme of actual route, cargo manifest, and security measures to be
implemented to local officials, including counbjcomissioners and tocal iaw enforcement, would seem to
appropriately fall under discussions held under Ohio’s Executive Sesslon exemptlon to Open Meeting
Law,

Brown County land-use planning, however, would not seem to fit matters to be kept confidentlal
and/or secret for reasons of natlonal security as deflned In Chio’s Open Meeting and Public Records
Acts. On the contrary, citizen/public "in-put" is legally required to be part of the decigion-making
process (involvement of state and federal dollars). Comsiderable deception (by Some) and gullibility
(by the public) i3 required in order to keep *the total project® secret from the public while, al the
same time, considering opinions and views of the pubiic!

Former Director of the Brown County Department of Development publlshed a survey requesting
opinions in local newspapers last vear (April/May 1999). Results of that survey have never been
circulated in local media or publicly noted as being available for review, to my knowiedge. In fact,
during the “open* meeting and "surveying" process, the Brown County Board of Commissioners fired then
Brown County Director of Economic Development, Craig Thompson and released their ietter of termination
of his employment to local newspapers. Current Director of Brown County Economic Development, Mike
Miller (who was then Mayor of Georgetown, OH) was hired by the commissioners to repiace Thompson. Une
public meeting had been held by Thompson (morning session) just before his employment was terminated.
At that meeting which I attended, Thompson was requested to schedule additional meetings during
evening hours in order to aliow more members of the general public to attend.

The orocess now being described as re-tracing the steps of the former Director of Brown County
Department of Development omits the *results® of the former survey which was to be used to develop a
strateglc plan for economic development In the county, See Attachment II, "Economic Deveiopment
Surveys Mailed,® THE NEWS DEMOCRAT, 2/3/00, pa. A-1, and Attachment II1, *County 3ends Surveys To
Residents Thig Week," THE BROWN COUNTY PRESS, 1/30/00, pg. B-1. Hote that both artlcies indicate 600
Brown County residents have been ‘selected’ by him to speak for all county residents on future langd
use and county-wide planning issues with guote from Mr, Miller (Attachment ID):

‘1 want more input from the public,’ Miller says.

It 13 highly improper, I believe, for Hr. Miller to use voter records to determine who is permitted to
participate and to exclude all others not selected by him. Residents selected to participate {in
decision-making process for the county) will receive their survey before Peb, 4, 2008. In democratic
process--less (participation by clitizens) is most definitely not more! Although, it is certainly
being promoted as ‘improving’ in-put into the process.

H1ler says that this survey of what Brown Countlans
want to see happen in the county is the bealnning of
a year-long process which will produce a plan responding
to future development in the county.

‘When we have the resuiis of the survey a timetabie

for public meetings on these izsues will be determined,”
he said. <{Attachment 11D

The results of the first survey (taken in 1999) are omitted, as are the number of respondenis
completing 1999 survey, Hr, Miller implies that few responses would be anticipated by him from other
survey distribution methods, but no actual number of respondents or responses received are not
reported.

As further evidence of Brown County’s re-invent!ing the process, Mayor of Hanchester, Adams Couniy
of Ohio (which adjoins Brown County) reports:

-2~ 2
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oo JRemesber that Community survey we fllled out

a year ago? This data has been analysed and now i3
available at the (lerk’s Office as a “Report to the
Community.” START stands for Small Town Assessment
and Readiness Techniques. [t is a part of the Ohio
Fural Enterprise Project. . .which encourages us

to suppert small business in and arcund our community
as a foundation for future growth.

The report addresses how to go about accomplishing
the pricrity projects identified by citizens, The
immediate goals are: 1. River related business development
2. Youth programs and recreation, (*Manchester Hatters,'
THE MANCHESTER SIGNAL, 2/3/00, A-1, Attachment IV.)

Epparently, Kr. Miller does not remember that county-wide survey his office distributed for Brown
County residents to fill-out a year ago (or wants to forget about)! Note that the results of the
survey are now available as a report to the community, interested citizens are informed where a copy
is readily available and top two priorities are identified. The public Is Informed of how the process
is being implemented to date, and what projects can reasonably be anticipated from immediate goals as
indicated from last years survey. The contrast 13 rather obvious to "the process' being
re-implemented In Brown County of Chio where one suspects the survey results were not compatible with
what is actually being planned, designed, and implemented. Public participation in the
decision-making process (in a functioning democracy) camnot be added on later, de-facto!

One wonders what Brown County ®in-put® is aoing to be included in the regional plarning effoct
set to begin February 15, 2000 under the Ohio Department of Development Rural Revitalization Task
Force. The Director of the Governor‘s Office of Appalachia (GOA) is "takimg the lead" in ciose
cooperation with the Executive Director of the Chio Rural Partnership. Wili information collected
from 1999 county-wide survey be included or will the regional planning effort proceed in absence of
*in-put® directly from local Brown County citizens who are heing re-surveﬁfgy random sampling, resuits
and "open/public® (view) meetings to be held next year? Apparent!y, some "two-cents worth' of
planning data is to be included in the process as it is currently occurring regionally, but from what
soucce(s) The point Is cbvious, again, 'In-put® into the process must be put-in during the actual
planning stages, not tacked on as after-thought after decisions have already been made. See
Attachment V, RURAL REVITALIZATION TASK PORCE REGIONAL HEARING WOTICE.

lise (or misuse) of Executive Session privilege as private planning of public business 15 not
unheard of, however, it is inappropriate--whether “tacky," "illegal,” or both! Ohio Valley Regional
Development Commission Winter 2000 newsletier provides Insight Into who in Brown Ceunty is, In fact,
particlpating in the plannlng process:

MARCH 2000 FULL COMMISSION HEETING

Thanks to Brown County Commissioner Dale Reynolds and
Brown County Econcmic Development Director Mike Miller
for locating a site for the March 2000 Full Commission
Dinner Meeting and Election of Officers. The meeting
wiil be held March 23, 2600, at the Gateway Center,
located on the Southern State Community College campus
In 3ardinia, on U.S. 62 north of S.R, 32.

The OVREC Executive Committee will be meeting at the
Bateway Center BEFORE THE FULL COMMISSIGH MEETING
{emphasis added) on March 23. HMeeting times and other
information will be mailed to all OVRDC members in

- 3- %



EIS001424

February. (OVRDC QUARTERLY. NEWS OF THE OHIO VALLEY
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. Vol. 2 Ho. 4. Winter
2006, pg. 4. Attachment VI.)

One wonders what *persomne!,” confldentlal, or secret matters are anticipated to be discussed in
Executive Session just prior to election of OVRDC officers for the coming year. #s Clifi Radel
observed, since none of us have X-ray vision we’ll probably never find out!

DI5-FURCTIONAL DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN BROWN COUNTY OF OHIO:

decording to Brown County’s current Economlc Development Director, more *in-put® from residents
of Brown County is required, which witl result in re-start of the survey, anaiysis of resuits, ‘cpen’
meetings, and public lnvolvement in future land-use declsion-making process--a year long process to be
completed in 2001. Important upcoming decisions, supposedly to be made by Brown County residenis (of
600 selected resndents; pertaln to zoning and land—use de51gnatlons;restrlctlons Gp February 4,
2000--the same ds g eq] -li ‘EIVE their surve I I;;. _ K reported

E gggect§. THE CIﬁCiHﬂAII ENQUIRER, 4551& . Pa, B- 1, Hote that Cinergy’s {electric utility
generator) Director of Economic Deveiopment, David Smith, accompanied Ohio’s Governor Bob Tait along
with multiple banking/financial interests from the Cincinnati area. Does it appear that regional land
use declsions have taken precedence over local public opinion In declsion-making process for Brown
County of Ghio?

Hote as Hr. Miller stated on 2/1/00 durlng lecal radlo Interview, available workforce i3 of prime
consideration. See Attachment V which Indicates some of the state’s hiohest unempioyment rafes are
tound in Southern Ohio east of Clermont County. See Attachment IV *Manchester Hatters," which lists
the reported unemployment rate in Adams and Brown Counties. Bluntly stated, Brown County future
"land-use planners have already deslgnated 500 acre ‘zones’ regardless of what selected residents
rank as prlority ltems on survev number two. hs indlcated In Attachment I, democratic process cannot
be implemented in some random, after-the-fact order. Seeking public *input® after decisions have
already been made, and construction has begun reduces the precess to sham.

2. DOE is considering alternate transportation routes for HLRW as well as legacy waste and
*excess/surplus® muclear weapons materials, during the same time frame that the Appalachian Regionai
Commission (ARC) is impiementing an Appalachian Intermodal Transpertation Study in three Local
Development Districts (LDD‘s). One of these LDD‘s s OVRDC (which inciudes Pike County of Ghlo,
location of the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant). Project goal is to:

Increase industrial/commercial traffic along the COhlo River

that wil] establish intermodal facilities and economic activities.

Such growth can result in the creation of new jobs and provide

a wide array of economic, social, and community benefits to the

region,

1nf0rmation goais from this study (funded through ARC) are. to be used to provads _thg_ngggssanz

[[gnsgg;tgt|on Intg[mgdgl Planning g:gnt grogrgm, (GVRDC W:nter 2000 Newsletter pgs 1-& 3
Attachment III.) Newsletter also indicates building partnerships with public and private enttties

cepregenting air, hichway, and rail modes of transportation that would be vital to any Ohic River
focus activity 13 included in grant proposal submitted to ARC by OMEGA (Chic Mid-Eastern Governments
kssoclation). Where does Mr. Miller, OVEDC, and ARC/DOE plan to lnclude Brown County *peopie ln-put’
in this process, and when??? DIOE cannot fail to include projects and their goals funded through ARU
in agency decision-making process. What reguiations and standards apply to transportation of
radioactive materials by air mode? Are ‘private entities’ exempt from DOE, U.S. EPA, and HRC
requlations, standards and applicable federal laws? Is DOE considering transport of HLRW, LLRW. Hixed

-4’/_, Lf
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2 cont. l_ﬁf?te, and/or recycled or uncecyeled *surplus nuclear materlals® by alr transport mode a3 alternative

to threat of accident, incident, and sabotage posed by rail and/or truck transport modes?

Fublic pacticlpation ln the election process 1s no less vital te a functlonal democracy than
public access to open decision-making process. Voters require choices of quatified candidates to be
placed before them. Candidates with no opponent In elections get "courtesy* votes which have nothing
to do with election outcomes. Yet, candidates for the offlce of Sheriff of Brown County of Uhioc were
recently fired by the Sheciff immediateiy following the filing of their petitions to be placed upon
the ballot. Although the Attocney General of Ohlo has provided opinlon that such firings are
discretional--not required--the practice of firing the opposition does, lndeed appeas heavy-handed,to
say the least. Jee Attachments VIII and XIX which detall the firinos by the Sherlff of Brown Couniy
because he had the authority (power) to do so.

According to local news media account of the recent firing of Emergency 911 employee by the Brown
County Board of Commissioners, see Attachment X, the board had lost "trust and contidence” in their
employee, One wonders what criteria the Brown County Board of Commissioners used to gauge
satistactory performance of *trust and confidence® among county employees (the Brown County Sherift
18, according to process, accountable to the commissioners). No such loss of *trust and confidence®
resulted among the commissioners when the Sherif fired his employees for declaring their candidacy
for Sherlff. What criteria is being used Cother than who is in power locally stays *in* and who is
out of power stays "out") i3 undiscernible to me.

The uncanny and unsettling similarity of tone and temper between local officials statements (as
apparent in multiple examples in attachments submitted) to recent statement by General Husharrah,
Militacy Rulec of Paklstan in response to U.$. calls that he return his country to democracy requires
consideration by DOE durlng EIS process. (He says) . . .he does not intend to leave power until he
has achieved his goals.” (*Military Ruler ¥ants Clinton to Visit Pakistan,® THE CINCINNATI ENQUIRER,
4/4/06, pg. h-14, Attachment XI.)

In conc!uslon,[gig Jobless/unemployment rate In the region of Southern Chlo (and Paducah, Ky.) is
going to increase. About 22 percent of USEC’s (United States Enrichment Corporation) vorkforce is
scheduled for tay-off. USEC/DOE Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant located in Plke County of Chic is
the second largest employer in its congressionai district, USEC/DOE Paducah Gaseous Difiusion Flant,
Paducah, Ky. is the largest single employer in its congressional district. President of the Paper.
Allied-industrial, Chemical and Atomic Workers representing workers at Plketon, Ohio is quoted as
saying:

‘We will attempt to find transition work with the Department
of Energy and seek an enhanced bemefit package” for the people
scheduled to lose their Jjobs beglnning in July. "(*USEC To Lay Off
850 Workers in Chio, Xentucky," THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT, 4/4/00,
pg. A-4, Attachment XI1.)

What “transition® work Is to be avallable from the Department of Energy has not yet been mage public
wlthin the region. Orme hopes for clean-up funds for both Portsmouth and Faducah which employs union
workers--cather than fund more studies and surveys! DOE Yucca Hountain must conglder agency
requlatory obligation to determine the sultability of the HLRW "permanent' repository. Privatizing
the functions of former DOE sites--and DOE functions--appears to create swift changes in circumstances
(i.e., social, economic, and technical regional benefits) in a global, competitive marketplace.
International "understandings' and cooperative efforts appear to be subject to bottom line corporate
profits and losses.

Bethesda, Hd. baged USEC was a federal agency set up
to encich vranium for commercial nuclear plants. It was

—
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privatized in 1998 to betier compeie 1n a global marketpiace.
Since being taken public in 1598, the company’s stock

peice has fallen from $14.25 to $5.87 in trading Thursday.
USEC officials say while the company is profitable, it

is loging money on the Russian contract. The deal was set

up by the U.5. government to keep Soviet-era warhead

uranium away from rogue nationg and terrorists. USEC has
bought the uranium equivalent to 3,000 warheads. (IBID.,
Attachment XI1.)

Hote that Russia is estimated to have approximately 10,000 nuclear warheads in its arsenai at this
time. Foreign policy and foreign trade agreements are not necessarily "interchangeable’ without
conslderable, unanticipated fong-term cost. DOE should avoid decisions which de-facto cender the
Secretary of Energy ‘powerless,’ see Attachment XII, in Yucca Mountain EIS process and eisewhere. As
general observation, DOE and other agencies with readily accessibie public cecords often receive
considerable criticiam (and Jawsuits). The conciusion is rather obvious that fewer federai or stale
agencies (regulators) with readily accessible public records wouid reduce citizens’ rights to sue--de
facto--by eliminating citizens’ access to information.

Thank you for opportunity to offer comment, Iﬁi cannot *repair® the considerable inadequacies in
democratic process in-the Southern region of Ohio. but neither should it sanction tactics that assauit
the process by dolng whatever It takes to get the job done--project(s) sited!

Fespectfully submitted,

Q@—nﬁ/\«f

Diana I. Cahall (f.k.a. Dlana 3allsbury)

019 Ashrldee Arnheln Road

Sardinia, Ohio 45171

{937) 446-4583 Unpublished teiephone and facsimile

Attachments

Vla the U.5. Postal Service, priority mall, postage prepald on 2/6/00.
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_vey being conducted by his

plan for economic develop-
ment for the county. :

from the public,” Miller says.
See SURVEY / page 3
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\ 3 ' it t.."“We need to get on track and
.see how we want things to be

“] want to have more input |-
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cénti_nued from page 1

“Growth is inevitable, which

- we've seen in the villages and

"in the western part of the coun-

developed.”

Miller says that the survey is
being sent to 600 people chosen
at random from county voter
registration rolls. o

He says that he decided to
mail the survey to randomly
chosen county residents to get
as true a representation as pos-
sible of the opinions held on
development issues by people
in the county.

“Surveys have been done
before where the forms have
been left in stores for people to
pick up and fill out, but you

don’t get good results that way,”

Miller said. “We developed a
_short questionnaire to cause
the least inconvenience, but it’s

really important that they are

filled out and returned.”

,} rvyi:-‘_%GO' residents
andomly selected

]

EIS001424

‘The survey is being conduct- -
ed to determine how residents
feel about issues related to eco-
nomic development and land
usage. .

Respondents are asked to
rank the importance of issues
such as residential growth,
industrial and commercial
development, preserving agri-
v-cultural land and open space.
‘Other questions ask whether :
the respondent favors or oppos-
‘es the creation of a county-wide |
park district, the setting aside
of areas for greenbelts, and the
‘adoption of a county-wide zon-
- ing code to manage land use.
Miller says that this survey of
what Brown Countians want to
see happen in the county is the
beginning of a year-long

process which will produce a
“plan responding to future

development in the county.

“When we have the results of
the survey a timetable for pub-
‘lic meetings on these issues
._-will be determined,” he said. '
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County sends surveys.
to residents this week

Preparing for
growth,
countywide pq-/-.
By Scott Lanter .

{i's not a game show, but the lat-
est cffort by the county’s €conomic
development department, is. hoping’
for a show of support;from 600
lucky residents who, can ‘expect
something in _their mq:llboxes;’this
week. : L

A survey sponsored-by the devel-

opment department is being mailed

to select individuals "throughout
Brown County and the agency's
“director is keeping his , fingers
crossed for a good return.~ ©
Development  Director Mike

" Miller is mailing the list of 11'ques-

tions that focus on the needs, con-
cerns and desires of the county's
rt;sid_ems. o -

“['m very interested in finding out
residents’ . thoughts on park facili-
ties, recreational “activities " and

- future development. and growth
issues,” said Miller, 7.7 -

vy JFor e;ample,’\-tﬂej—ﬁrsf_iiuestion on
-~ the survey asks the recipient to rank

_.what he orshe thinks will be the
“most important development issues
facing. Brown County during the
. mextten years. [ .. '
... The choices given for answers
.are: residential growth; preserving
agriculiural land, securing adequate
public services such as roads, sewer.
.water, schools; open_ space, and
“industrial/commercial. There is also
“space’ provided; for the recipient’s. -
own ranking. - . )
“Anothef question concetns parks
-and recrgation issues,.
“How important is it to create
- parks and:recreation facilities . in -
Brown County?” the question asks. =~
- g0, Continued on page17.
R R

R

Yy

=

Continued from page one _
! The simple questionnaire takes
1about two minutes to complete and
rcomes with a stamped envelope for
Leasy returm. i SrA

LTSV im portant ‘that ‘the iSuir-

lveys are rp!ufned'tbfﬁsi,*f:- iller
' The county’s Stritegic Planning
'Committee will review the respons-
les and put together a plan to help
lotganize for growth in the county.
s“Miller said that Mt. Orab is a hot
1spot. for_growth and is enjoying the
"majority of it at the moment. -

I’ He also, said other areas are now

‘County sends surveys to residents ——

experiencing spurts of growth and
he believes the process has only
begun on a road that some fear while
others eagerly seek. , . :
(L “With’ growth comes change and
;= some people, don’t care ‘for change,

Viller $aid. ? § but ‘Miller 'says the benefits to be

* gained from growth in Brown

" .County are enormous. -

- . *These surveys will be the start of
.what I believe is the dawn of a new
day for Brown County,” said Miller.

He says recipients of the surveys

: ian expect them before Friday, Feb.
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| !noon meal served daily at theﬂ

- Community. Center. It provrdes
!not only nourishment but a,
* chance to visit with friends. I un-,
derstand that if attendance does
| not improve, we are in danger of,
f losing this valuable servrce 5

‘k__ CO 0 KI _Es—from page*l }A
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| a year ago? This data_has been

longest ‘funning bake sale has re-- .
rnamed the same 2000 marks the-

_ mgmgsu‘ifﬁ?;mf‘;égﬂ elghth Year i’ 2" row ifi’ whrch-

boxes of Girl Scout” Cookles have-
remamed an aﬂ‘ordable $2 50-
“each? s
Adams County Girl Scouts of}

Seal of Ohio Council hit theE
pavement on Jan. 29 to collecty
orders for Girl Scout Cookdes. If}
not contacted by a Girl Scout to.
order cookies, you may call 1-800-.
886-2579 and we will be glad to,
assist you,, Delivery and direct?

salés;will take place from Mar. 202

- Community survey we filled out -

analysed and now is available at"
the Clerk’s Office as a “Report to”
the Community”. START stands
for Small Town Assessment and
Readiness Techniques. It is part of
the Ohio Rural Enterprise Project
(OREPI told you I had to learn
all these initials . which people.
make . into, catchy pseudowords
that are suppose to stick ‘in ou.r.

| minds!) which encourages us to

support small’ business; in. and L
eight traditional favontes =
around our commmntyas afoun- “AND TRANSFERS

dation for future growth C
- Eugene W. and Phyllis Osborne to"
The report ; addresses how to go:" - Mary Tane. OsbornerS 919 aeres,‘

about accomphshmg ‘the pnonty'
projects identified d by. the, cmzens s Lmda L Jmm 0. Fred =l':" andd‘l

The immediate goals* are: ud E. Sullivan 117500 55res.
Community clean up and fix up 2.74; szes ], m’ ﬁ%ﬁgﬁ Soout3

f;§ _

b

R.wer - rélated” business _ developss'§5nia L. Cowdreys 2.913 “iRtes
ment 2, Youth Pmﬂwx,rrecimﬁnﬁlm ”‘M : m"’
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Davida Flannery Retires from OVRDC after 15 Years of Service

Davida Flannery recently announced she was retiring from the Ohio Valley Regional Development Commission {OVRDO)
after fifteen years of service to the region. Ms. Flannery began working at OVRDC on October 16, 1984, as a secretary; she later
moved to Community Development Planner and ended her career as Community Development Director. Ms. Flannery retired on
PERS disability effective the end of November 1999. :

Ms. Flannery worked with several different programs including Appalachian Regional Commission, Community
Development Block Grants, Rural Development and many others. Over the years Ms. Flannery assisted many communities in getting
funding for water and sewer projects, road improvement projects, downtown revitalization projects, community buildings, emergency
equipment and industrial parks. Ms. Flannery worked extensively with the Viliage of Ripley and with the Adams County
Commissioners on projects.

OVRDC held a special reception on December 27, 1999, which honored Ms. Flannery. Local officials made several special
presentations that evening. OVRDC Chairman Bob Proud presented a signed Ruthven print on behaif of the Commission, and
Executive Director Jeff Spencer and Assistant Director John Hemmings praised Ms. Flannery for her development work for the region.

Several local officials presented Ms. Flannery awards or comments in recognition of her service. These included: the Brown
County Commissioners, the Village of Russellville, Adams County Commissioners, Union Township, and the Village of Riplev. In
addition, Randy Hunt, Executive Director of the Ohio Rural Development Partnership, presented Ms. Flannery with a Kinkade print
and praised her for her service. OVRDC would like to thank the Thompson House Gallery for contributing the framing costs for the
Ruthven print. We all wish Davida a happy and enjoyable retirement.

Appalachian Intermodal Transportation Study

An Appalachian Intermodal Transportation Grant was recently awarded to the three Local Development Districts (LDD’s} in
Ohio: Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association (OMEGA), Buckeye Hills-Hocking Valley Regional Development District (BH-
HVRDD), and the Chio Valley Regional Development Commission {OVRDC).

A proposal was created by OMEGA and a consultant and submitted to ARC. Activities included in the proposal are: 1} an
overview of the present status of commercial transportation along the Ohio River; 2) a review of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Ohio River Inland Port Reconnaissance Study which focused on the identification of potential intermodal industrial sites in Ohio that
were adjacent to the river; 3) the development of a strategy to help bring about consensus on Ohio River intermodal development
activities; 4) the development of an outline for an industrial marketing program for the Ohio River region; 5) contact and partnership
building with public and private sector entities representing other modes of transportation (air, highway, and rail) that would be vital
participants in any Ohio River focused activity; and 6) a review of comparable river based intermodal sites in other areas of the country
that have been successful in attracting new industry, creating jobs, and increasing overall river related commercial/industrial shipping
and commerce.

(See Intermodal on page 3)

Ponney Cisco, Vice-Chairman Michele Throckmorton, Edito ,

Robert Proud, Chairman Jeffrey Spencer, Executive Directm@
Jerry Oney, Treasurer




TEA-21 Recreational Trails Program FY 1998 and 1999 Allocations

The TEA-21 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) recently authorized projects selected for funding from Ohio’s FY 1998 .
and 1999 allocations.- The total amount of federal funding for these projects is $1,720,006. Of that amount, three counties in the

OVRDC district were approved to receive $184,000. The projects to receive funding are:

$ Recommended

County | Project : Applicant

Jackson | Richiand Furnace State Forest APV Area Equipment | ODNR, Division of Forestry $55,000
Pike Pike State Forest APV Area Equipment ODNR, Division of Forestry $53,000
Ross Adena Recreational Trail Development Ross County Park District £76,000

The RTP is identified as a statewide line item in ODOT s FY 2000-2003 STIP and your current TIP. !f you have any
questions or would like more information contact William E. Daehler. Ir. at (614} 265-6402. @

Ohio Arts Council Announces
Appalachian Grant Program

The Chio Arts Council has announced a new
grant program available to organizations in any of
Ohio’s 29 Appalachian counties and to the urban
Appalachian populations in Columbus, Dayton, and
Cincinnati. The program, known as OAC’s
Appalachian Arts Program, replaces the Ohio
Appalachian Arts Initiative.

Grants will be available “to support projects
that place the arts at the heart of community and
economic development efforts in their communities.”
Organizations may request up to $2,000 and wilil be
required to show a 25% match of cash, in-kind services,
or a combination of both. Grant application deadlines
are January 15, 2000 and July 1, 2000.

For additional information or to obtain a grant
application form, contact Donna Sue Groves, P.O. Box
30, West Union, Chic 45693. Her phone number is
(937) 549-2131 or e-mail her at dsgroves@bright.net.

United States Department of
Agriculture Grants and Loans
Available

A new and improved grant and loan program is
being offered through the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Rural Utilities Service (RUS).

The RUS has amended the regulations
concerning the Distance Learning and Telemedicine
(DLT) program to include expanded uses for the loan
funds. The RUS Distance Learning and Telemedicine
grant and [oan program will assist in providing modemn
telecommunications interconnectivity to educational and

medical facilities in rural areas. Eligible entities are

those who provide or will provide educational or health
care services through the use of advanced

- telecommunications.

Applicants for grants and loans will compete
nationally for $13 million in grants and $200 million in
loans, The maximum amount of financial assistance
available for each applicant in FY 2000 is $350,000
grant and $10,000,000 loan.

Grant applications are due by March 14, 2000.
An Application Guide and more information on the DLT
program can be obtained on the Internet at:
www.usda.gov/rus/dIt/dlmLhtm or by calling James
Cogan at (614) 255-2420. Information can also be
obtained from George Schweighofer, RUS General Field
Representative at (614) 860-9732, p

7
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Upcoming Events

February
02/03/2000 — 6 p.m. Gallia County Caucus, Commissioners Office

02/07/2000 — 2:39) p.m. Pike County Caucus, Commissioners Office
02/08/2000 ~ 2:30 p.m. Scioto County Caucus, Dept. of Human Services
02/08-09/2000 — Intermodal Transportation Planning Conference, Roanoke, VA
02/10/2000 - 2:30 p.m. District 15 Small Governments Meeting, Waverly
02/11/2000 - 8:30a.m.-3p.m. Business First Workshop and OVRDC Minority
Caucus Meeting @ PIDC, Portsmouth

02/14/2000 — 11 a.m. Ross County Caucus, Commissioners Office

02/14/2000 — » ¥ Happy Valentine’s Day ¢

02/17/2000 — 2:30 p.m. OVRDC Executive Committee Meeting, Waverly
02/21/2000 — Office Closed President’s Day

02/22/2000 — | p.m. Lawrence County Caucus, Commissioners Office
02/23/2000 — 10:30 a.m. Highland County Caucus, Commissicners Office
02/24/2000 — 5 p.m. District 15 Executive Committee & Full [ntegrating
Committee meeting (@ Comfort Inn, Piketon

02/28/2000 - 11 a.m. Vinton County Caucus, Commissioners Office
02/28-03/2000 ~ Ohio Economic Development Course, Holiday Inn, Worthington

March

" 03/06/2000 — 1:30 p.m. Brown County Caucus, Commissioners Office
03/13/2000 — 10:30 a.m. Fayette County Caucus, Commissioners Office
03/13/2000 — 10 a.m.-3 p.m. E-commerce meeting, Columbus

- 03/17/2000 — % & Happy St. Patrick’s Day & &
03/19-21/2000 - DDAA Annual Meeting, Washington D.C.
05/23/2000 — OVRDC Executive Committee Meeting, Brown County
03/23/2000 — OVRDC Full Commission Meeting & Dinner, Brown County

April

04/03-07/2000 — EDA Regional Conference, Chicago, IL

04/09-11-2000 — Washington Policy Conference, Washington D.C.
04/11/2000 — 10 a.m.-2p.m. OARC Meeting, Waverly

04/15/2000 — 10 a.m. Environmental Task Force Meeting, Waverly
04/20/2000 — 2:30 p.m. OVRDC Executive Committee Meeting, Waverly
04/26-27/2000 — OCCD Spring Meeting, Worthington

{Intermodal continued from page 1)

Other goals related to this project through ARC funding include: 1)
the establishment of various partnerships that will help facilitate the
development and efficient operation of intermodal sites and activities
throughout the Ohio River region. As indicated above, such partnierships may
include public and private entities and be interstate or intrastate in nature; 2)
the completion of at least two workshops or seminars that will provide
information about intermodal activities and solicit input about the direction our
intermodal planning efforts should take; and 3) information generated goals
one and two will help to provide the necessary research and database for us to
seek more substantial planning and development funding through the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Intermodal Planning Grant program.

The goal of this project is to increase industrial/commereial traffic
along the Chio River that will establish intermodal facilities and economic
activities. Such growth can result in the creation of new jobs and provide a
wide array of economic, social, and community benefits to the region, g
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OVRDC Job Openings

Beginning February 1, 2000, the
OVRDC will have two job openings availabie.

Kurtis Strickland, who worked as
Community Development Specialist, left in
December, 1999 to take another position with
Ohio Rural Communities Assistance Program;
and Kate Sherman, GIS Specialist, is leaving to
work part-time at Shawnee State University.

The Community Development
Specialist’s primary responsibilities include
technical assistance ranging from financial
packaging to project construction to
comimunities and agencies within the OVRDC
district with Community Development Block
Grant and other infrastructure-related
programs. Also responsible for assigned work
program tasks as directed by supervisor,
Bachelor’s or associate’s degree in planning,
public or business administration, political or
social science or related field with at least one-
to-three years of related work experience; or an
equivalent combination of education and
experience.

The GIS Specialist’s primary
respensibilities include developing and
implementing OVRDC’s Geographic
Information System mapping, as well as for
providing research support, including statistics,
tables, and graphics for OVRDC members and
staff, as well as major reports and plans of
OVRDC. Also responsible for assigned work
program tasks as directed by supervisor,
Bachelor’s or associate’s degree in geography,
geology, social science, planning, or related
field with at least one-to-three years of related
work experience; or an equivalent combination
of education and experience.

Submit cover letter, resume, and three
references to arrive by 4:30 p.m. on February
11, 2000 to Assistant Director, Ohio Valley
Regional Development Commission, P.O. Box
728, Waverly, Ohio 45690-0728.

The OVRDC is “An Equal
Opportunity Employer™. g

1
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In This Issue... March 2000 Full Commission Meeting
Thanks to Brown County Commissioner Dale
Davida Flannery Retires from OVRDC..........ccovei. Page 1 Reynolds and Brown County Economic Development Director
Appalachian Intermodal Transportation Study............ Page 1 Mike Miller for locating a site for the March 2000 Fuli
Recreational Trails Program. ....coeeeicmmniincneccccnns Page 2 Commission Dinner Meeting and Election of Officers. The
Ohio Arts Council Appalachian Grants.............ococeeen. Page 2 meeting will be held March 23, 2000, at the Gateway Center.
USDA Grants and Loans Available........ccoovrreecs Page 2 located on the Southern State Community College campus in
Upcoming EVENS ..ot Page 3 Sardinia on U.S. 62 north of S.R. 32.
QOVRDC Job Openings ... ceeesreineenen PagE 3
March 2000 Full Comrmssmn Meetmg ....................... Page 4 The OVRDC Executive Committee will be meeting at

the Gateway Center before the Full Commission Meeting on
March 23. Meeting times and other information will be mailed
to all OVRDC members in February. @

Heed to contact we?

Phone: (740) 947-2853 or
toll-free in Ohio @ 1-800-223-7491
Fax: (740) 947-3468
e-mail: email@ovrdc.org
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Sherlff dlsmtsses anoi‘her
candidate, two still on staff

| Crawford refuses
to discuss future of

Green and Snider

By Scott Lanter P%-

A third candidate seeking 1o
unseat Brown County Sheriff
Windell Crawford has been termi-
nated

- Jay Anderson, a Democratic can-
dldate for sheriff was reportedly
released as a special deputy on Jan.
20. ¢
" In a telephone interview with
Crawford last Tuesday, Jan. 25,
Sheriff Crawford said he mailed
Anderson a létter informing him of
his termination as a special deputy.

Crawford said he mailed the letter

on Jan. 20, but Anderson didn’t
learn of his dismissal until he read
about it in the Jan. 23, edition of The
Brown County Press.”

Crawford was asked last week
about the luture of Mickey Green, a
jailer at the department, who is seek-

ing a scat on the Democratic Central
Committee and about Kenneth
“Duke” Snider, a Democratic candi-
date for the Ohio Senate and a
deputy for the sheriff"s department.
When Crawford was asked what
Continued on page 17

Four towns affected by power outage

Officials concerned
about residents’ safety

By Scott Lanter
An electrical outage affecting four
villages last week: has caused offi-

cials to begin preparing for posmble ‘

future predicaments.

The Brown County Emergency

Management Agency was con-

cerned when the power failure was
reported on Jan. 24, by residents in
Ripley, Mt. Orab, Russellv:lle and
Georgetown

Jane Cahall the county s EMA
director, said the first thought that -
entered her mind was the elderly and
how they would keep warm.

She contacted Commissioner

Continued on page 17

Sherlff dlSl‘nlSSES another candldate,

-

X §tw0 still on staff -

.Contmued from pageone . :
ihe ‘plafined to' do with Green’ and
'Snider he’said, “Whatever I want.”

He then ended the conversation

Both Mr.' and Mrs. Cobumn have
- since been offered positions as aux-
‘iHary officers on the Georgetown

_ Police Department in order to main-
tain their required certification.
Both have accepted the positions.

Wenninger is operating his own
home construction business and is a
- Republican candidate for sheriff.
Anderson remains the chief bailiff
for Brown County Common Pleas

Court.

* Crawford defends his right to ter-
minate those -who are running
against him in the March 7 primary
election, citing an Ohio Revised

Code law that gives the shenff the

option of terminating any employee

who is involved in politics other
than voting.

The Ohio Attomey General has
issued an opinion saying the law is

‘dlscrctlonary and not mandatory.”
L2 L]

abruptly by stating that he didn’t"
want to talk about the 1ssuc any-
more. : .
. Two other opponents are . also
gone from the department; Detective
Lieutenant Forrest “Buddy” Cobum
and Deputy Dwayne Wenninger.’

. €oburm was fired by Crawford on
Dec. 30, one week after he filed his
candidacy for sheriff. - Cobum is a
Democrat.

Wenninger has been gone from
the department since Sept. 7, but
Crawford says the deputy quit his
job. Wenninger says he did not re- :
sign, but was terminated by the
Sheriff.

Cobum’s wife, Vicky, was also
fired as a special deputy by the sher-
iff on Jan. 7.
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Secouna
deputy
relieved

Sheriff uses |
authority to fire
opposition

. By ROBEAT WHITED

.recently

The Naws Demaocrat | ,J' 'T/Oib '
N-

A second Brown County
Sherill Deputy is now out of

work nfter declaring his candi-

dacy for Shenil.
Deputy Lt.

Detective

Forreat

relensed by
Crawlord
nfter i
Coburn filed |

hia petition ; ¥
f

frunfor  CRAWFORD

Dec. 23. :

Coburn, 2 Democrat, has bean
with the Sherilf’s Department
for 12 years

Crawford, Sheriff since 1992
and a Democrat, has fired two
deputien after they announced
their plans to run for Sheriff.

- Deputy Dwayne Wenninget,
a Republican, was fired alter
the Ohio Tobaceo Festival in
September, after riding on a
float in the parade declaring
his candidacy for Sheriil.
Wenninger said he was given
a choice by Crawford, either
resipn his deputy's job or be
fired. Sheriff Crawford com-
mented that he never termi-
nated Wenninger, “he quit,
how many.times do | have to
tell him that?” Wenninger
said he never quit or resigned
his job and has never submit-
ted a letter of resignation that
would lead the Sheriff to
believe he did resign or quit
his job as a deputy.

Cobumn has 15 years in with
the department.

“I have no bad feelinga
toward Windell for what he
did. He has the power, but [
don't think it was necessary to
terminate me or Wenninger,”
said Coburn. .

Coburn's wife Vickie, a spe-
cial deputy with the Brown °

County Sheriff's Department

for almont 15 years, hae been
tevminated.
Crawford told The News

Democrat that both men were

relieved of duty for conflict of
intereat. Crawford anid, "They
waere relenaed hocanse eam-
pnigning would take time and
attention away from their
work dutiea and investiga. .
tiona.”

 Please see DEPUTY [ A3

s
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Deputy: Coburn relieved of duties .
continued from page 1 partisan political activities - l
ather than veting. He is not !
Crawford had no comment required to fire the individual
an Mrs. Coburn's slatus nther  or individuals but can if he so
than "I did it because [ can” chnoses. P " h
Jay Andersan, D, hag nlso Crawlord hog two other ' [
filed n petition for the sherifl’s  joyuties that have also [led:
job. Anderson is a baifilf at the  peyitiena for election'yet have '
Commen Pleas Crurl in not been fired or relieved of

Georgetown and was appoint- —pin duiies ng o sherills v+
ed to Lthe job by Commen Pleas deputy. S 5
Judge William Stapleton. Former Brown County'nn ]
Acmrdlr.'g to an Ohio Allerney oo iccioner Mickey Green is |
Generals apintan, when a a jailer and is seeking a spot~,

judge appoints a bailill he on the Democratic Centrad <.,
hecomes a sherifUs depuly, but Commiltes for Pleasant.
served at the pleasure of Lhe Township. - .
court, not the sherifl. ship. e it
Anderson, so far, has relained ‘;:EEE::: ;(f]::ﬁ?; n?‘:ll::; 4,
hlitj:::r.‘ding to the Ohiv Nrown County Ntnma}iver "
Revised Cade, the sherifl bas Schoel _nnd has filed to nmhl'ul;:.:
the authority to fire any public the Ohio Senate seat now "“e
servant who participates in by Senator Doug White, &4
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210 So. Main St
Georgetown, Ohio 45121
PHone: (937) 378-6161
Fax: (937) 378-2004
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{GUR OPINION

'?ake politics
out of the .
Sheriff’s office

he news of personnel related moves in
the Brown County Sheriff's Departruent
should not come as any big surprise.
Sheriff Windell Crawford let go long-
time Deputy Buddy Coburmn after he
announced he was running against .-
Crawford in the March Democratic primary.

Coburn did not seem too terribly surprised. -
These type of dealings are pretty common in local
politics today, especially in Ohio's county sheriff
races. .

Crawford did what many others have done in
similar positions. Granted it is difficult to have -
someone working against you in your employ, but .
surely thesze matters could be set aside for the * :
good of the county.

Thero alse hna been some controversy nbout
another candidale, Dwnync Wenninger, and his -
departure. Wenninger is a Republican candidate - '
for Sherifl. S

The real losers in this political forny are the cit- - -|'
izens of Brown County. It just seems that political
differences could be set aside while the process
runs its course, ‘

There should! be no politics in the workploce
anyway.: Not for Coburn, Net, for Wenninger. Not €.,
even for Crawford. It should be business as uaual’* "],
during election time, Even law officera should ba- ).
entitled to personnl lives where such political’ |
activity should be limited, - 4

. . The concern of the Sherill's Department should |
be for the citizens which it serves, Losing experi-

-enced Inw enforcement. officers enn't be goacd Tor

- the department ar for Beown County residenls, -

T g
~
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Brown County 9
‘Coordinator fired

By T. J. TUCKER
Stafl Writer *

Brown County., Emeréency-E)ll

Coordinator Kelly King, who has held.
tho job aincc Muhi uf 1994, has been .

digmissed by the Brown County
. Board of Commiesion. .

“During the month of January.
2000, you have been insubordinate in
failing to ¢ out directives by the
Board of Commissioners. Your
actions have destroyed the board's
confidence in you being abie to dis-
‘charge the duties of your position for
which you were hired to perform,”
said a letter to Kz::dg deted, Jan. 31,
and signed by board chairman Kirby
Cornett, vice chairman Jim Fergusan
and member Uale Raynolds.

“Your position is one of special trust
and relationship with the board. You

have not only been charged with a

fiduciary relationship, but one of

extreine confidence to the your sxpo-

sure and monitoring 911 calls. The

commussioners no longer have the

necessary trust in you required by
your position,” said the letter. -

. King was directed to tumn in ail
equipmest and to leave on the same

day.
l&ng responded to the firing in the
following news relemse on Wedaes-

day.

-*Qn Monday, Jan. 31, 1 weas
approached by ail three Brown
- County Commissioners and their con-
" gyltant Bob Cross. I was given the
option of resigning or being terminat-
. ed, I choge to have them terminate
* me,” King said.

“The commissioners were involved
* in the day-to-day workings of our 911
from its beginning. They turned.it
over to the sheriff, who then turned it
back to the commissioners, who
began {o initiate changes which [ sus-
pected would lead to this cutcome,

"I would like to thank the citizens of
Brown Caunty for their support in

T

departments, life squads and police
agency, whow in my heart, | actually
worked for.

“I found out early if you help them
pruvide thewr districts with belter ser-
vice, everything else falls into place.
While volunteers are becoming hard-

‘er to come by, Brown County is

blessed to have them in addition Lo
some very dedicated police nfficers.
“Thanks to the dispatchers who
actually do work in the “trenches.”
working rotating shifts and getting
help to those in need. Thank you for
supporling me early in 1995, when

.we put gur 911 system on line as we

encountered polilical, practical and
personal problems. The pationce and
support of each member of the E-811
team made possible a real communi-
cations system for the people of
Brown County.

‘I am human and have made mis-
takes. I was hired to run our 911,
which has been difficult for reasons

many of you have known through the -

years. [ have worked hard, was on
call 24-hours a day, seven days =
week and.gave 110 percent. I believe
the citizens of Brown County know
this. { amn a very, very poor poi’itician.

“I like the simple life, raising a big
vegetable garden. warking on my old,
rusty Bronco and volunteering on the
life squads to help others. God forbid
I ever change. -

"I have learned il you work hard and
trytodoa TWd job, there are always
some people who are jealous and
want to ¢ut you down. I was warned
of this back in 1995, and you wers

tight. . . so right.

“Thanks again lor your patience,
trust and biessings. It has been my

rivilege lo work for the citizens of
Brown County to eslablish a $1] sys-
tem for the health, safety and protec-
tion of all.” - '

King has received recognilion in
news releases and ground hrenkinger

=
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Continued from Page lBl -
for being- instrumental In gel-
ting the 911 system up-and-run-
ning and working to make the
county's new 911 facility with
state-of-the-art technology 2
reality. )

The commissioners declined to

ment on record what direc-
:?:; King refused to_follow, as
did King. Nor would the com-
missioners add any comment to
the letter of termination on file
in their office.. o ‘
The votle to .terminete wae
unamimous with all three mem-
bera voting in fayor'_of the termi-
pation, according to county
record. . ,

—
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ZMilitary ruler
=vants Clinton

-

=to visit Pakistan-

The Washington Post

1 4

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pa-
==Nistan's military ruler said Thursday
*He wants to *help solve the problem”
=~nf fugitive Saudi terrorist suspect
=-&jsama bin Laden. He said he is
awmnactively considering” a trip to dis-
==russ the issue with the radical Islamic
aagegime of neighboring Afghanistan,
mhere Mr. bin Laden lives.
= In 2 wide-ranging discussion with a
we¥mall group of foreign visitors, Gen.
=~Pervez Musharraf, 53, also said it

ould be “regrettable” if President -
linten decided not to visit Pakistan

“~Buring his. scheduléd’ trip to South
=Asia next month. He said that could
==encourage Indian military aggression
ﬁgainfst Pakistan, its longtime rival,

" ly, they (the Indians)

A

“To p‘ﬁt it crude- |

might feel that Paki-
stan had been
ditched,” he said, re-
ferring to his coun-
try as a “50-year al-
ly’' of the, United
States. If Mr. Clin- IOEEES
ton visits only [ndia, P- Musharraf
Gen. Musharraf added, “it would en-
courage them to increase tensions’”

along the militarized border that di- .

vides Kashmir between India and Pa-
kistan. o
The White House has not yet
decided whether to add Pakistan. to
Clinton's regional trip, which includes
five days in [ndia. _
In the 90-minute meeting in his
office with an American journalist and
foreign academics, Gen. Musharraf
again rejected U.S. calls to schedule a
return to democracy, saying he does
not intend to leave power untilhe has
“ichieved his goals.
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By KATHERIN RIZZO ; Tor the upcorning fiscal year. Both - supply of enriched. um.
Associazed Press -~ "= 'plants are heavily contaminated, »*“They are: reducing the work

WASHIN Emﬁ;ﬂ"ém;a'_ - with “¢cleannp " expected o take force very significantly in A very
ny" that owns &nd operates”the <Inany years, 80 those jobs are rapid period of time,” he said. “Is
nation's only two uramum ehrich. «E:.‘.Viﬁd l'-“,-.a . _h;l,e.,-‘«?Pht?men.t. ';hatwmnsijl'tent with their obliga-

i davit 3 “for the lost’ fio ifns onthe pro- fon 7" il T e T
ment plants seid Thursday it will 3 £ 0T ST T - - Bethesda, Md.-based USEC was

1 50 workers in Kentu - e .
:x{dooh?o ar:out. 20 ;réen?.ofdiqta Rlchardqqn;lssu;a a statement a federal agency set up to enrich
work force. - ) * saying he disagreed with the Tay- uranium for commercial nuclear

“We regret having to take this offs but wag powerless .to stop plants, It was priyatized in 1998
action.” said Charumles Yulish, a, |g.in:; CRL L e . to better compete in a global mar-
vice president of U.S. Enrichment e company said it also intend- ket.

Corp, “This is because of a global ied to reduce” costs at its head- Since being taken public in
supply of enrichment and strong" 'quarters in Bethesda, Md,, but no 1998, the company’s stock price

g];obal competltmn. . . ymgnagement - "ayoffs + were has fa.llen from $14.25 to $5.87 in
USEC has been}l:uét by falling ‘%uicedf AL TENRHs RS grading Thursday.

prices for enriche uranium, ~ o . _

which is used to fuel nuclear Rep., Ted - Strickland, D-Ohio, ]

whose” southern Ohio distriet |-
inciudes Piketon, said he would
urge the Clinton administration
to scrutinize whether the compa-
ny will be able to honor its com-
mitment to maintain a domestic

257

power plants. The company also
is losing money on a deal to buy
Russia's uranium stockpile and
sell it to utility companies world-
wide.

USEC said it will keep bath
plants open, even though neither gar,
one runs at capacity. oL PR

About 1,700 people work at the
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant
in Kentucky and 2,100 at the
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion
Plant in Piketon, Ohio. The plant
in Piketon is one of southern's
Chio largest employers. - B!

About 250 workers at each plant .%o '
accepted buyout offers last year. ¥ !
It will again ask for volunteers %

before imposing involuntary lay-
offs, a move designed to save $39 ¥
million a year in production-costs. i !
“The layoffs are to be divided
equally between the plants, the
company said in a statement. - -
“T'm trying to stay optimistic if 1
can” said Dan Minter, president
of the Piketon; Ohio, chapter of
the Paper, Allied-Industrial, -
Chemical and Energy ‘Workers’
Intemnational Union, which repre-
sents Portsmouth plant workers.
“IWe will attempt to find transi-
tion work with the Department of
Energy and seek an enhanced
benefit package” for the people
scheduled to lose their jobs begm-
ning in July. -‘ vt e
i35t Wwesk, Enérgy |Seetary
‘Bill Richardson traveled f0"bo
‘uranium piants” to"* announce
1plans to'seek extra cleanup funds
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* The deal was set ap by
government to keep™Soviet-era

St
cotract.
3 US.

warhead ‘uranivm away from

rt?gue nations and .terrorists.
EC has bought the uraniuin
equivalent to 3,000 warheads.
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